
County, our clients and the 

people of Northamptonshire 
in the best possible way, by 

presenting Mountbatten 
Crusader to the public and 

world media in a pristine 
visual display of paintwork 

and helmsmanship.ò 

The work to prepare 
Mountbatten will take place 

over February and March. 
Willing hands will always be 

welcome, so if you would like 
to help please contact Dan on 

01604-597800. 

Mountbatten will be setting of 
on the 18th of May. We at the 

Marina intend to show our 
admiration with an entirely 

patriotic send-off and so we  
are changing the date of the 

Summer Party to the 12th of 
May in order get out the 

banners, bunting and balloons 
and give them a right royal 

send-off. 

The boat is specially designed 

and constructed to provide 
full facilities and 

accessibility, including 
wheelchairs, to passengers 

from care homes, hospices, 
drop-in and day centres, 

special needs organisations, 
schools and youth groups, 

giving them the experience of 
a cruise on our local 

waterways. The 59 foot 
vessel was built by C.T.&P. 

Fox of March near 
Cambridge and can convey 

30 passengers and three crew. 
Together with St Johnôs other 

boat Northampton Crusader, 
berthed in Northampton, they 

have carried over 40,000 
needy passengers free of 

charge in 16 years. 

Mountbatten is run and 
maintained by a team of 

dedicated volunteers. We 
intend to represent our 

If youôre wondering why our 

Winter newsletter is late, 
wonder no more; we had to 

wait, our lips stapled 
together, for an exciting 

announcement regarding one 
of the boats mooring at the 

Marina. Finally the time has 

come and Dan Reid of St 

John Ambulance tells all: 

ñOn Sunday, 3rd June up to a 

thousand boats will muster on 
the River Thames in 

preparation for Her Majesty 
the Queen to lead the Thames 

Diamond Jubilee Pageant.  

It will be the largest flotilla 
ever assembled on the river 

since the reign of Charles III. 
Boats of all shapes and sizes 

will be beautifully dressed 
with streamers and Union 

Jacks, their crews and 
passengers turned out in their 

finest rigs.  

The armed forces, fire, 
police, rescue and other 

services will all be afloat and 
there will be an exuberance 

of historic boats, polished 
wooden launches, steam 

vessels and other boats of 

note. 

St John Ambulance are 

honoured and delighted to 

announce that Mountbatten 

Crusader has been accepted 

to take part in the Queenôs 

Diamond Jubilee Pageant! 

In October 1994 Edwina, 

Countess Mountbatten of 
Burma launched Mountbatten 

Crusader to provide outings 
for people of all ages who, 

because of illness, handicap 
or infirmity were denied 

access to river and canal 

cruises.  

Upcoming Events: 

¶ 28 January - Buckingham Canal 

Society AGM, 7.15pm at Buckingham 

Community Centre, Cornwallôs 

Meadow 

¶ 14 February - IWA - talk TBC, 8pm at 

the Walnut Tree 

¶ 13 March - IWA AGM and Quiz by 

Mick and Carriona Butler, 8pm at the 

Walnut Tree 

¶ 24 - 25 March - Braunston Boat Share 

Show 

¶ 5 - 7 May- IWA Little Venice 

Canalway Cavalcade 

¶ 12 May - Blisworth Marina Summer 

Jazz Party and Mountbatten 

Crusader send-off to the Queenôs 

Diamond Jubilee Pageant 

¶ 2 - 5 June - Crick Boat Show 

¶ 3 June -  

¶ 8 - 10 June - Stoke Bruerne Gala 

Weekend 

¶ 15 - 17 June - Silverstone - British 

Grand Prix MotoGP 

¶ 23 - 24 June - Braunston Historic Boat 

Rally 

¶ 6 to 8 July - Silverstone - Formula 1 

Grand Prix 

¶ 3 to 5 August - Silverstone FIM 

Superbike World Championship 

¶ 11 - 12 August - Blisworth Canal 

Festival 

¶ 28 to 30 September - Silverstone 

British Superbike Championship 

¶ 6 to 7 October - Silverstone British 

Touring Car Championship 

¶ 2 to 4 November - Silverstone Walter 

Hayes Trophy 

Blisworth MarinaBlisworth Marina  
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Mountbatten Crusader 
Thanks to Steve and Maggie Parkin (NB Albert)  for the photograph 
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Christmas Party 
2011 



All the Christmas Party pictures 

are on the ñPicturesò page  of 

our website 

www.blisworthmarina.co.uk 



Narrowboat Nanny Tips for Battery Care 
Caring for your boat batteries will help to prolong their life and enable them to run more efficiently 

 
Charging your batteries 

¶ Charge batteries once the discharge rate is 80% of rated capacity 

¶ Use a compatible charger 

¶ Do not over-charge or under-charge 

¶ Avoid over discharging 

¶ Do not disconnect your battery before it is completely charged 

To sustain capacity maintain fluid levels 

¶ Add water into the battery after charging, putting water in before charging can cause overflow. 

¶ Use pure and de-ionised water, tap water contains minerals which will diminish capacity and increase the self-discharge rate 

¶ Check electrolyte regularly and avoid overfilling 

¶ Check water level frequently 

Regular battery maintenance or servicing 

¶ Having your batteries serviced regularly will enhance their life. An untrained eye is less likely to notice a problem than a specialist 

would. A problem not recognised could cause trouble later, so it is wise to have your batteries care for by a specialist. 

Safety 

¶ When handling batteries wear protective clothing  

¶ Batteries produce explosive gas, so do not smoke or allow sparks near 

them 

¶ Metal objects should be kept well away 

¶ Keep vent caps and protective covers firmly in place at all times 

¶ Keep all connections secure in order to gain optimum performance 

¶ Follow these easy boat battery tips and they should run effectively for 

years to come. 
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Our Narrowboat Nanny  

Maintenance and Monitoring  

service is unique 

We undertake an initial check of your batteries on 

sign-up and thereafter a weekly and monthly 

 check-up, reporting and attending to problems if 

and when they arise 

See www.blisworthmarina.co.uk for full details  

Click on the Shopping Trolley link on the ñPicturesò page of 

our website to see a video of Gerald and the trolley 

Ever entertaining us with his 

weird and wonderful 
creations (remember the turf 

cars and the giant yellow 
dog?) Gerald (NB Little 

Witch) has really pushed out 
the boat this time; he has not 

only worked on modifying 

an off-road buggy into a 
motorized shopping trolley, 

but then taken the trolley on 
to achieve a place in the 

Guinness Book of Records 

with a speed of 42 mph at 

the Tesco store in Hatfield in 

November. 

Gerald says: ñI  leave many 

cars standing at the traffic 
lights. People are amazed 

when you overtake them. To 

get back and tell your mate 
youôve just been overtaken 

by a shopping trolley must 

be rather embarrassing!ò 

Guinness Book of Records -  

Fastest Motorized Shopping Trolley 

Steve has found a new way to get the groceries to the boat - 

far better than the wheelbarrow! 

http://www.pbbatteries.com/Products/NarrowBoatBatteries.aspx


How can you help? 

¶ From cataloguing archives 

to driving a JCB 

¶ From drawing maps to 

analysing soil samples 

¶ From filling envelopes to 

running the stall at a show 

¶ Thinking up and 
implementing fund-raising 

schemes 

¶ Organising events 

¶ Updating the canal survey 

¶ Developing the stall, the 
slide show and other 

presentations 

¶ Organising the annual BCS 
boat rally and waterside 

event at Cosgrove 

¶ Helping with clearance 

work 

The Grand Junction Canal 

Companyôs branch 
navigation, running from the 

Cosgrove lock, was opened in 
1800 and consisted of two 

arms - the Old Stratford Arm 
and the Buckingham Arm. 

They served the area for about 

132 years before sadly 
succumbing to neglect and 

falling into disuse. 

Water-borne transport had an 
immense impact on the area; 

coal, stone, bricks and 
manufactured goods became 

more readily available and 
within a few years trade 

reached 20,000 tons per 

annum. 

In 1850 the Bletchley to 

Banbury railway opened and 
soon began to draw trade 

away from the canal. 

A further problem was silting, 
but even worse were the 

actions of Buckingham 
Corporation, who used the 

canal as a disposal dump for 

the townôs sewage. 

By 1890 all these factors 

combined, the damage was 
done, the canal was in poor 

repair and only 20 to 30 boats 
continued to trade against 

enormously difficult 

conditions.  

The last recorded boat to 
travel the Arm was a single 

Fellows, Morton & Clayton 
boat in 1932. The Arm was so 

silted by that stage that the 
boat had to be hauled by a 

horse from Thornton Bridge. 

During the Second World 
Ward concerns about leakage 

led to the bulldozing of a 
temporary dam and after the 

war, with no trade, the dam 
remained in place and both 

Arms lay derelict. 

The Buckingham Arm was 
completely abandoned by 

legislation in 1964. The Old 
Stratford Arm was retained, 

although the A5 dual 
carriageway was built across 

it in the early 70s and the 
basin at Old Stratford was 

sold in 1991. 

To this day the length from 
Cosgrove to the A5 is owned 

by British Waterways and is 
still legally a canal, despite its 

dry condition. 

The Buckingham Canal 
Society was founded in 1992 

and has worked tirelessly ever 
since to re-build and re-open 

the canal. When their plans 
and work come to fruition we 

will all be able to navigate 
this priceless part of our canal 

heritage again. 

There is an enormous amount 
of information and history on 

their website, including audio 
recordings of local residentsô 

recollections, all which will 
also give you an idea of the 

kind of dedication that has 
been devoted to this 

wonderful project over many 

years - visit them at: 

buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

Buckingham Canal Society 
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Buckingham Canal Society 
Work Party Dates 

 

Locations vary - contact Athina Beckett 

Tel: 01908 661217 
chairman@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

February Thursday 9th 
Sunday 12th 
Thursday 23rd 

March Thursday 8th 
Sunday 11th 
Thursday 22nd 

April Thursday 5th 
Sunday 8th 
Thursday 19th 

May Thursday 3rd 
Thursday 13th 
Thursday 17th 

The BCS has a get together on 

the 3rd Friday of every month 

(except December) for a social 

and open topic discussion about 

the canal at the Two Brewers, 

Bridge Street, Thornborough, 

Bucks, MK18 2DN. 

Further details from  

Terry Cavender 

terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

01280-860316 

Little Hill Farm looking East - January 2006 



 

artwork" 

 

Bob has a good stock of 
wrought iron candle sticks, 

fire baskets, pokers and even 
larger hand crafted objects 

available for purchase and 
can also be commissioned to 

produce beds, chairs, gates, 

tables, railings, balconies, 
curtain railséthe list is 

endless. Bob Nightingale can 
be contacted on 01604 

859726/07761 833049 

Thanks to the IWA 

Northampton and Lynda 

Payton for this article 

After many years of laying 

idle, the old forge and tunnel 
tug stores on the towpath 

next to the south entrance to 
Blisworth Canal Tunnel, has 

found a new lease of life and 
is ringing once more to the 

sound of the hammer and 

anvil. 
  

Blacksmith Bob Nightingale, 
originally based at 

Blisworth, has moved his 
operation to the historic 

canal side buildings in Stoke 
Bruerne and the official 

opening ceremony in early 
October was presided over 

by no less than Winston 
Churchill and Field Marshall 

Montgomery (aka re-
enactors Ken Roseblade and 

Mike Batten) both principal 
guests at the Village at War 

Weekend taking place in the 
village at the same time. 

  
The formal opening was 

carried out by the Man from 
the Ministry David 

Blagrove, Chairman of The 
Friends of The Canal 

Museum, event organisers, 
followed by speeches from 

Churchill and Montgomery 
on the importance of metal 

workers to the war effort. 

Tribute was also paid by 
David Blagrove to Roy 

Sears, a member of both 
ñThe Friendsò and The Stoke 

Bruerne Canal Partnership, 
who led a long and hard 

campaign to get the forge 
brought back into use. The 

VIPôs were transported from 
the centre of the village to 

the forge and back by one of 

the canal centreôs two trip 
boats ñCharlieò which runs 

regular trips to the tunnel 
mouth and back. 

  
James Clifton British 

Waterways' enterprise 
manager said "This canal 

side building has been empty 

for a number of years so we 
are delighted that it now has 

a new tenant. We are 
especially pleased that a 

traditional canal side craft of 
a blacksmith can once again 

be seen alongside the 
waterways and hope that 

visitors to Stoke Bruerne 
enjoy seeing 'Bob the 

Blacksmiths' unique iron 

Historic Forge back in use at Stoke Bruerne Page 6 

The historic blacksmiths re-opens 

Blisworth Marina polo 

shirts are available at 

Ã10 each - funds raised 

in aid of the Garden 

Club 

They come in sizes small, 

medium and large and 

we have samples in the 

office to try on. 

Marina Polo 

Shirts  

We were treated to another 

display of a huge variety of 

mushrooms around the 

Marina this winter 



Step 3ð once the fur strokes dry (this 

doesnõt take long- the beauty of acrylics 

over oils), I make up a watery mixture of 

burnt umber and put a wash over the 

entire area (the undercolour will not bleed 

into the colour you have just put on (the 

beauty of acrylics over watercolour). Leave 

to dry. 

Paulõs Tiger Portrait 

We featured  gifted animal artist Paul (NB Alouise) in our Autumn newsletter. Paul is entirely self taught, believes that anyone can 

learn to paint and is offering painting classes to our Moorers.  He does make it look very easy! Paul says: 

ñHello! The main thing is not to be afraid of acrylics, theyôre possibly the easiest medium to paint in as opposed to watercolours, 
which are the hardest. The beauty of acrylics is that you can use them like a watercolour paint and also like oil paints. Iôm going to 

show you the technique I use to realistically paint fur, which is a very easy way to create depth in the fur.  

Painting Classes with Paul 

Step 4 - from here it gets repetitive, 

but donõt fall into the trap of uniformity. 

Using titanium white we repeat step 2, 

being careful not to follow what weõve 

already painted. You want the fur from 

the previous technique to show through 

the gaps. This is a great time to practice 

the slimmer hairs for what is to come at 

the end.  

Step 5 - once dry go over again with 

your dark wash. This will darken the 

under-fur further, giving it a different 

shade to the lighter fur on top and give 

the illusion of depth. 

Step 6 - using the white I start to refine 

my fur strokes, making them closer 

together, much thinner and more random. 

Using the dark mixture that I used at the 

beginning, I added stripes and decided I 

would make tiger-like fur.  

Step 8 - using my dark colour I started 

to refine some stripes, then put in fur 

using my white and picking out dark 

areas that had naturally formed to break 

up the uniformity and add clumps and 

shadows underneath the fur 

Step 9 - Iõve skipped to the final picture 

because we are repeating the steps of a 

fur then a wash. You can go as far as you 

like or as is necessary until youõve built 

the fur to what you want, but for this 

purpose I decided to finish it here. I 

started to pick out certain areas of the fur 

and add hairline, very, very fine strokes 

to create the illusion of realistic fur. Keep 

it random, enjoy and if you have any 

problems with this technique I will help 

you through it 

Step 7 - because I decided on tiger fur I 

added burnt sienna to my wash colour 

and put a weak wash over the fur to dye 

it. 

Step 1- I have made what would be a patch of 

fur. If youõre painting a dog or cat this could be 

its side or head. Iõve made up a dark colour wash 

using burnt umber and aquamarine blue and 

painted over the area to give me a dark back-

ground and to serve as shadows later on. Allow 

this to dry and we move on to step 2. 

Step 2 - on this example Iõve written the direction 

the fur should be going in and the front and back of 

the animal. It is very important that you paint the 

fur from back to front because thatõs the way the 

fur overlaps. Using titanium white I load my brush 

with a fairly thick mixture and apply broad strokes 

in the direction that I want to cover the fur. Keep 

your fur strokes random and avoid lines and 

uniformity.  

Paul can be contacted on 

0787 947 1413 

Give him a ring and once 

we know numbers weôll 

arrange times and a venue  
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